
Press release 

Luca Pignatelli. The personal exhibition of the artist at Palazzo Cucchiari in the town 
of Carrara -Tuscany ( Italy). 

About 26 works realized for the spaces of the exhibition center of the Foundation Giorgio Conti in 
Carrara. The exhibition is curated by Antonio Natali, past director of Uffizi Gallery in Florence, and 
Massimo Bertozzi. 

Luca Pignatelli (Milan 1962) is one of the most well-known and appreciated Italian artists on the 
international scene. In his operas an original research, full of reflections and critical ideas, on the 
subject of memory. Starting point is the personal conception of history and time that Pignatelli 
expresses through iconographic short circuits, in which ancient and modern meet in a timeless 
perspective of great contemporaneity. He works on unusual pictorial supports (canvas, wood and 
iron, assembled paper and paperboards).  Carrara's exhibition comes after his last exhibitions in 
two symbolic places of Italian art such as the Uffizi Gallery and the Capodimonte Museum in 
Naples. 

The exhibition has 26 works, many of which are unpublished and expecially created for the spaces 
of Palazzo Cucchiari. The paintings often represent ancient art images and are made over 
galvanized iron sheets treated with oxidric flame. Often the artist used tar and recovery materials 
as in the case of metal parts of a roof of a demolished Swiss church or abandoned mechanical 
parts of the old Caproni Italian Air Force Industries.  

Ancient cities, ruins, classical sculptures and busts of Roman emperors painted on large iron 
sheets with abstract signs give to the visitors great emotions and amazement.  

The personal exhibition of Luca Pignatelli was inaugurated on Saturday 22nd April . It will be 
opened until June 18Th in Carrara, in northern Tuscany (Italy). It's promoted and organized by the 
Giorgio Conti Foundation managed by Franca Conti with the patronage of RED Graniti Group.  

“We are honoured and happy to open the exhibition season with Luca Pignatelli – explains Franca 
Conti, the president of the Fondazione Giorgio Conti – for those who do not know him yet, it will be 
the opportunity to be amazed and astounded of the results of an artistic path which has been 
conversing with tradition for years, having memory and history face the sensations of present, to 
put the hands of the figurative expression of our time to their correct position”.  

The event opens the new exhibition season of Palazzo Cucchiari. A historic building that, after a 
long restoration work completed in 2015, will host  the exhibitions and cultural events organized by 
the Conti Foundation.  
 

The catalogue of the exhibition of Luca Pignatelli is curated by  Antonio Natali and Massimo 
Bertozzi ad is edited by Maschietto Editore, Florence .  

The exhibition is open at Palazzo Cucchiari, via Cucchiari n.1 in Carrara. Open from Tuesday to 
Sunday from 3 pm to 7 pm . From May 26Th, the opening times will change as follows:  Tuesday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday From 3 pm to 7 pm, Friday and Saturday from 3 pm to 10 pm. 
Closed on Monday. Entrance ticket 5,00 Euro, reduced fee 4,00 Euro (for young visitors up to 18 
years, senior over 65 years and for Touring Club members).  

Information phone: +39 058572355, info@palazzocucchiari.it  website: www.palazzocucchiari.it .  
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LUCA PIGNATELLI       
 
 Palazzo Cucchiari via dei Cucchiari n.1 Carrara, Province of Massa Carrara, Tuscany, Italy. 

DATES 

22 April – 18 June 2017 

OPENING HOURS 

Until 25Th May - From Tuesday to Sunday : 3 pm - 7 pm. 

Starting from 26Th May  - Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and Sunday: 3 pm  - 7 pm. 

       - Friday and Saturday : 3 pm - 10 pm. 

Closed on Monday.  

PRICING 

Adult € 5,00  - Senior (over 65), Young ( under 18) and Touring Club Members € 4,00. 

Tel. +39 058572355, info@palazzocucchiari.it website: www.palazzocucchiari.it 

 

Giorgio Conti Foundation. Giorgio Conti (1928 – 2002) was an entrepreneur who, through his passion, dedication and 
talent for imagining the future, was able to create a group which is now the world leader in the sector of quarrying and 
selling of stone blocks. Giorgio Conti died in 2002 and the following year, wanted by his daughters Franca and Daniela, 
the Fondazione Giorgio Conti was established. The Foundation was born to continue the ideas of Giorgio Conti, a man 
who, besides being a passionate and determined businessman, always showed a great sensitivity for social 
solidarity and the preservation and safeguard of human and artistic values, which will be continued through the initiatives 
of the Foundation. 

Palazzo Cucchiari is one of the most important building in the town of Carrara. From 1891, Palazzo Cucchiari was the 
residence of the family of Giovan Battista Cucchiari until the marble industry crisis of 1930, a failure which ruined the 
family business. The building was sold and converted into public use. Palazzo Cucchiari, after a long and careful 
restoration, is now home to the Giorgio Conti foundation which hosts cultural events, debates, and art exhibitions, with 
the aim to promote and make known the rich Carrara culture. The palace was built on a rectangular plot, which includes 
a courtyard garden, and four floors above ground. Inside the building the floors were built according to the Venetian 
mosaic tradition and the frescoes decorating the main rooms were allegedly made by local craftsmen. From the ground 
floor,using the center stairwell as an observation point you can enjoy an almost hypnotic vertical perspective, a visual 
effect rendered such by strict geometric lines that accompany the view of the three flights of cantilevered steps leading to 
the top floor building painted with geometric and floral designs.The canteens and the last floor are also beautifully 
decorated, and both feature a staircase to a ramp that takes you to a beautiful view. 

Carrara is a municipality town in the Province of  Massa-Carrara in the north-west of Tuscany, Italy. Carrara is the most 
important center in the world for  the extraction and processing of the famous Carrara marble, a very precious white 
marble that is extracted from the nearby Apuan Alps. The white Carrara marble was used by Michelangelo Buonarroti, 
who personally went to the Carrara quarries to choose the marble blocks for his works 
How to reach Carrara: 
By car. The motorway to reach Carrara is the A12 (Genoa-Livorno). The Carrara exit is few kilometres away from the 
town centre. Carrara is one hour away from Florence and 30 minutes away from Pisa by car. It takes about 2 hours to 
reach Milan and about 4 hours to reach Rome. Parking areas are avaible near Palazzo Cucchiari:  piazza Matteotti,  S. 
Martino court (about 400 m away from the centre), parking area of Conad supermarket, which can be reached by using 
via Apuana.In addition, parking lots with blue stripes can be found all across the city centre. 
By train.The train station closer to the centre is the Carrara-Avenza one (about 4 km away) which is connected to the 
Carrara centre by the public means of transport (Line 70) or by taxy. The Massa Centro station is about 10 km away from 
Palazzo Cucchiari. 
By plane. The airport closer to Carrara is the G. Galilei in Pisa (about 50 km away). From the airport, it is possible to 
reach Pisa Centrale train station in which there are frequent trains to Carrara-Avenza and Massa Centro. The Florence 
Peretola airport and the Genoa (Cristoforo Colombo) one are about 100 km away. The international hubs of Rome 
(Fiumicino) and Milan (Malpensa) offer easy connection flights to the closer airports. 


